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Fort Worth Section Meetings 
at Park Place Fort Worth 

 

The Fort Worth Section board 
meets at 6:00 pm on the first 
Wednesday of every month.  We 
encourage attendance, sugges-
tions and exchange of ideas from 
any MBCA member.  The meet-
ings are held at Park Place Mo-
torcars Fort Worth, 5601 South 
Bryant Irvin Road, Fort Worth, 
76132. 

invites  you to avail of  the 10% 
discount on parts and service 
offered to MBCA members. Sim-
ply show your current MBCA 
membership card when purchas-
ing parts or service.  The Park 
Place Fort Worth dealership is 
located at 5601 South Bryant 
Irvin Road, Fort Worth TX, or call 
(866) 431-4572.    The brand new 
Park Place Grapevine is located 
at 1300 Texan Trail, Grapevine, 
TX,  or call (888) 693-4087.  Drop 
by and see both of their beauti-

ful, state-of-the-art facilities. 

 

St. Patrick's Bucolic Frolic, Dublin and Comanche, Saturday, March 17, 8:00am  

We will have a full day of activity on St. Patrick's Day. Fittingly, our first destination will be Dublin, where we 
will visit the oldest Dr. Pepper bottling plant in the world. We will tour the Dr. Pepper museum (they have a 
new 2000-foot addition to the museum). After our Dublin visit, we will make our way to Comanche. Lunch will 
be at Star Beau's (choose your meal from the regular menu, separate checks, BYOB), just across from Old 
Cora, the little log structure which served as county courthouse when the city of Comanche was the county 
seat. After lunch, we will do some wine-tasting at the beautiful Brennan Vineyards, and have an opportunity to 
purchase some of their great wines. Our final destination will be the Comanche County Historical Museum, 
which features Native American and pioneer artifacts, plus exhibits depicting life from the Wild West to the 
early 20th century, housed in a replica of a frontier store.  We will proceed directly to Comanche if the Dr. 
Pepper legal issues do not permit a tour of the old bottling plant.  Please register as soon as possible so we 
can provide a good headcount to our venues. 
 
When: Saturday, March 17, 8:00am. 
 
Meeting Place: At 8:00am (come earlier if you 
wish to have breakfast), we will meet for a 
briefing at the Cracker Barrel at 8010 SW 
Loop 820, Fort Worth (I-20 and Winscott 
Road, west of Fort Worth), (817) 249-3360  
(see map below). We will depart immediately 
after the briefing. 
 
Signup and Fees: 
We will charge an event fee of $10 per person 
for each MBCA member and their immediate 
family members. Non-members are welcome, 
and will be charged $15 each. The event fee 
will cover admission to the Dr. Pepper mu-
seum, and the wine-tasting fee at the Brennan 
Vineyards. Pay for your own lunch at Star Beau's, and don't forget to BYOB if you wish to enjoy your favorite 
beverage with your meal. The Comanche museum has no admission fee, but please be prepared to give a 
donation to help offset its operating costs.  
 
1) To pay online using your credit card: Go to our website, www.mbca.org/fortworth, locate the payment 
button for this event‟s online write-up, and follow the instructions. Your payment serves as your registration. 
  
2) To pay with a check: Please register and send your entry fee as soon as possible. Make check payable to 
MBCA, and send to DJ de Jesus, 4159 Charron Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76116. Email DJ de Jesus, 
djdejesus@charter.net, (817) 319-3033, and let him know you are coming.  

N'awlins Crawfish Boil, Saturday, March 31, 11:30am 
Just because they want to, Jim & Dannie Hannon and Larry & Karen Vaughn are co-
hosting an authentic Cajun Crawfish Boil for the club. Da Hannons be doin' da cookin', 
da Vaughns be providin' da housin', and we be a-peelin' and eatin'. Can't think of a bet-
ter way to spend a spring afternoon. Make sure to BYOB to wash it all down. Lots of 
crawdad boiled with real Louisiana spices, plus sausage and corn. Yow! 
 

When: Saturday, March 31, 11:30am 
Beverages: Bring your own.  
 
Cost and Signup: The cost for the crawfish boil will be $25 per person for MBCA members and their immediate 
family members. The non-member fee is $30 per person. You may pay with your credit card or by check. Please 
let us know you are coming as soon as possible so we have ample food for everyone. 
 
1) To pay online using your credit card: Go to our website, www.mbca.org/fortworth, locate the payment but-
ton for this event‟s online write-up, and follow the instructions. Your payment serves as your registration. 
  
2) To pay with a check:  Make check payable to MBCA, and send to DJ de Jesus, 4159 Charron Lane, Fort 
Worth, TX 76116.  Let us know you are coming.  Email DJ de Jesus, djdejesus@charter.net, (817) 319-3033.   

- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE - 
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N'awlins Crawfish Boil, Saturday, March 31, 11:30am - Continued 
Directions: Proceed directly to Larry & Karen Vaughn's home at 309 Driftwood Court in Azle, (917) 917-5389. 
From Hwy 199 (Jacksboro Hwy) toward Azle, turn right on Hanger Cutoff Road. At the dead-end, turn left on 
Wells Burnett Road, then right on Robinwood Lane to enter the Timberlake Estates subdivision. Turn left on 
Timberlake Drive, then right on Driftwood Court. Larry and Karen's home will be on the left.   

  2012 EVENT CALENDAR 

May 26:  Texas History Tour  

June 23:  Q&A Rally  

July 14:  Food 'n' Fun Road Trip 

August 25:  Technical Event  

September 15:  Cowtown Cruisin'  

October 13:  Fall Drive  

November 10:  Autocross  

December 8:  Holiday Celebration  
 
Note:   Events are subject to 
change as plans progress.  
Watch for event updates on the 
Fort Worth Section website, 
www.mbca.org/fortworth, and on 
e-mail alerts.  Details for each 
event are published as soon as 
they become available. 

Texas Hill Country Run - Bandera Deux! Saturday and Sunday, April 21-22 

Due to popular demand, we will do another overnight trip to Bandera for this year's Texas Hill Country Run. All MBCA members, regardless of section affilia-
tion, are more than welcome and encouraged to attend this touring event. Our headquarters will be the Purple Sage Ranch and Conference Center just out-
side Bandera, with first-class lodging and facilities. We will also have our meals (except for our Saturday lunch, which will be in Marble Falls), entertainment, 
and social at the Purple Sage. We will have 2 games - an optional test of skill after our arrival on Saturday, and another one after Saturday night dinner. The 
winners of both games will get great prizes. Our Sunday Drive will take us to Luckenbach, Texas, that near-mythical town made famous by Willie Nelson and 
Waylon Jennings. 
 
IMPORTANT! SIGN UP AND BOOK YOUR OWN RESERVATIONS AT THE PURPLE SAGE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! The ranch will remain open to other 
groups as well, so it is first come, first served for lodging. See below for details. Email DJ de Jesus, djdejesus@charter.net, to let him know you are coming. 
 
I. Accommodations and Meals: 
Book your own reservation at the Purple Sage Ranch and Conference Center, 756 Purple Sage Road, Bandera, TX, (830) 796-7703. Have your credit card 
ready. Say you are with the Mercedes-Benz Club. Reservations are first come, first served. Do NOT wait until the last minute to make your reservation - the 
ranch will be open to other groups, and they may run out of rooms if you delay. 
 
Purple Sage costs for lodging+meals and meal-only packages are below. The venue, rooms and facilities are all first-class, and the sprawling, beautiful ranch 
includes amenities such as heated swimming pool, tennis courts and even bicycles, which will all be available to you should you wish to use them. 

II. Registration: 
We will charge a general event fee of $5 per person for MBCA members and their immediate families. The fee will be $10 for each non-member. The fee will 
cover the cost of prizes, printing and other sundry expenses. Members are responsible for the cost of accommodations, meals and other travel expenses. Pay 
the event fee online or by check. 
 
 1) Make your reservation at the Purple Sage ASAP (see above), to assure your accommodation. 
 
 2) Complete the signup sheet on the next page, then send to DJ de Jesus, 4159 Charron Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76116. Pay the event fee online, or 
send your check, payable to MBCA, along with the completed signup sheet. Email DJ de Jesus, djdejesus@charter.net, to let him know you are coming.  
Please sign up as soon as possible, so we know how many members to expect for activities, caravans and meals.  
 

- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE - 

Package  Price   Taxes   Service   Total  Food and/or Lodging Included:  

Double Occupancy (per 
couple) 

 $ 338.00   $   40.56   $   22.50   $ 401.06  
One room for 2, Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and Sunday lunch.  
Beer, wine, margaritas, and snacks included. 

 

Single Occupancy (per 
person) 

 $ 219.00   $   26.28   $   11.25   $ 256.53  
Room for 1, Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and Sunday lunch.  Beer, 
wine, margaritas, and snacks included. 

 

Full Day Guest (per 
person) 

 $ 139.00   $     9.38   $   11.25   $ 159.63  
Saturday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and Sunday lunch.  Beer, wine, mar-
garitas, and snacks included.  No lodging. 

 

Half Day Guest (per 
person) 

 $   79.00   $     5.33   $     6.00   $   90.33  
Sunday breakfast and Sunday lunch.  Beer, wine, margaritas, and snacks 
included.  No lodging. 
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Texas Hill Country Run - Bandera Deux! Saturday and Sunday, April 21-22 - Continued 
 1) To pay event fee online using your credit card: Go to our website, www.mbca.org/fortworth, locate the payment button for this event‟s online 
write-up, and follow the instructions. Your payment serves as your registration. 
  
 2) To pay event fee with a check:  Make check payable to MBCA, and send to DJ de 
Jesus, 4159 Charron Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76116.  Let us know you are coming.  Email DJ de 
Jesus, djdejesus@charter.net, (817) 319-3033.   
 
III. Schedule of Activities (ETA's are approximate): 
Saturday, April 21 for MBCA SECTIONS LOCATED AT OR NEAR THE NORTHERN 
 TEXAS AREA (Fort Worth, North Texas, Oklahoma sections, etc.). 
07:30am: Meet and brief at the Cracker Barrel, 8020 SW Loop 820, Fort Worth. See map 
 below. Arrive earlier if you wish to have breakfast on your own. 
07:45am: Caravan departs from Fort Worth to Marble Falls for lunch and to link up with other 
 MBCA chapters. 
11:30am: Lunch at the River City Grill at Marble Falls (1700 1st St Marble Falls - (830) 798-
 9909). Pay your own. 
 
Saturday, April 21 for MBCA SECTIONS LOCATED AT OR NEAR THE CENTRAL TEXAS 
 AREA (Lone Star, Hill Country, Houston sections, etc.). 
11:30am: Meet members arriving from Fort Worth for lunch at the River City Grill (1700 1st St, 
 Marble Falls - (830) 798-9909). See map below. Pay your own. 
 
Saturday, April 21 for ALL MBCA SECTIONS. 
01:00pm: Depart Marble Falls. 
03:45pm: Arrive Purple Sage Ranch and Conference Center (756 Purple Sage Road, Ban
 dera). Check-in. 
04:00pm: Optional Game #1 on the old airfield (cars required) OR free time for antique shop
 ping in town, play tennis, explore the ranch, ride a bike, have a beer, shoot the bull, 
 take a nap, etc. 
06:30pm: Italian dinner at the Purple Sage dining room. 
08:00pm: Game #2 and social. 
 
Sunday, April 22 
08:00am: Breakfast buffet at the Purple Sage Dining Room. Check out. 
09:00am: Depart Purple Sage for Luckenbach. 
12:15pm: Arrive Purple Sage after Luckenbach drive. 
12:30pm: Beef & chicken fajita lunch at the Purple Sage dining room. 
02:00pm: Depart for home on your own. 

Sat, April 21, 7:30am.  

Fort Worth, N. Texas, 

OK sections, etc. 

Sat, April 21, 11:30am.  
 

Lone Star, Hill Country, 

Houston sections, etc. 
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It was a warm and windy Fall day, and 25 members in 13 cars enjoyed a 
country drive to Zur Autobahn, an authentic German restaurant which sits 
on a Bosque County valley in the middle of nowhere. This quaint restaurant 
was established by Kornelia and Dieter Sedlmaier several years ago, and 
features Hessian cooking in a Teutonic setting.  The unique building was 
built by Herr Sedlmaier himself from the foundation up - with German doors 
and windows installed. The furnishings and decor complete the effect of a 
neighborhood café, which can be found in a typical German village.   
 
We met at the Cracker Barrel near Benbrook to form our convoy, and we 
proceeded on a great drive on country roads.  While it was still warm, Fall 
has definitely arrived in North Texas.  We traveled on a scenic, mostly 
twisty and hilly route through the North Texas Hill Country.  The leaves 
were starting to turn, and our route was marked with splotches of Fall color 
as we made our way southwest from Fort Worth. 
 
Club members filled the small restaurant, which we had all to ourselves.  
We had a nice lunch of Wiener Schnitzel or Bratwurst, with red cabbage, 
sauerkraut, potato salad and/or fried potatoes, plus dessert. Most of us 
brought our favorite libation to accompany our meal, with some taking ad-
vantage of a rest stop along the way to purchase some wine.  After lunch, 
we played a numbers game of “How Low Can You Go?”, which some at-
tendees opined can only be conceived during a Happy Hour planning ses-
sion.  Each member was given a small entry blank, and the object of the 
game was to write down the lowest number which no one else came up 
with.  The entries with the 3 lowest numbers win, and the winners get nice 
prizes.    
 
The winners chose from a set of prizes.  They were: 
First:  Bert Graham - His & Hers Mercedes-Benz hoodies. 
Second:  West Mims - Mercedes-Benz pen and 2 GB flash drive combo. 
Third:  Karen Schrepel - Mercedes-Benz LED flashlight. 

Prior Event Report - Food ‘n’ Fun Road Trip to Zur Autobahn, Bosque County, TX, November 12, 2011 

Some Fall color enhanced our drive. 

We had the little restaurant all to ourselves. 

MEMBER CLASSIFIEDS 

To see how to place an ad, please click the instructions link on the Classifieds page of our website, www.mbca.org/fortworth. 

CARS FOR SALE: 

1965 220SE Cabriolet. Restored, new rubber seals, new Michelin tires, new re-chromed trim, proper bumpers, new top, new interior, 

new paint, new windshield, new steering wheel. Brilliant silver, red interior, black top. Power brakes, power steering, air conditioner, 
automatic. A joy to drive. Turns heads anywhere you go. Trophies too numerous to mention. Charles Boyd at cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net, 

(405) 590-9272 or (580) 255-4040. (7/3/11) 

1969 280SL. Both tops. Mechanically sound, very nice driver. Will be beautiful with a little TLC. Located in Euless, TX. Asking $30,000. 

Alvin Berg (817) 267-6814 (05/10/11) 

1972 280SE. New transmission, aftermarket power sunroof , new original-color Arabian Grey paint, new power steering pump and seals, 
new exhaust system, 161k miles. Second owner. Must see to appreciate. $23.5k or best offer. Bill Hill, w1k8t@hotmail.com. (3/26/11) 

 
1983 280SL Euro version. Convertible, 58K miles (speedometer is in km), 6 cyl., very good condition, black ext. w/gray interior, new 

seat covers, both tops, Blaupunkt CD player with removable face, auto trans, a/c, current inspection and registration, clear Texas title. 
Blue Book gives value at $16K to $22K, asking $14K. Car is in Fort Worth. Contact Allen Plaster at (817) 348-0013 or allenplas-

ter@cs.com. (10/02/11) 

1984 380SL. Classic collectible roadster. Black / camel, both tops, excellent condition, 94,000 miles, 2nd owner. Always garaged. New 

tires, brakes and linings, battery, exhaust system, interior redone to original. Everything works. Great air, double-row timing chain, origi-
nal paint. Must sell. Make offer. mweiss@flash.net, (817) 798-2718. (6/4/11) 

 
22 (twenty-two) 560SLs for sale. 1986-1989. Cars range from 70-140K mileage with the following known colors: 1986 - 2 white, 2 

black, 1 charcoal. 1987 - 1 champagne, 1 petrol blue, 4 white, 1 brown. 1988 - 1 red, 1 grey. 1989 - 1 garnet red, 2 white. For details on 

the above and other cars available, contact wexon@sbcglobal.net, (918) 712-4248, Tulsa, OK. (4/24/11) 

1987 420SEL. 56,000 miles. Second owner. I bought the car with 39,000 miles about 3 years ago. All belts, hoses, fluids, filters, brakes, 

calipers and tires replaced. Drives like new - smells new! $15,500. Ned Carlson, (703) 424-3570, nedrcarlson@gmail.com. (04/02/11) 

1996 S320. Long wheelbase - desert gray with beige leather interior - all factory extras including sunroof - 198,000 gentle highway miles 

- $6185 - call Buzz or Paula, Denton, TX (940) 380-8803 or bartlettbuzz@hotmail.com (01/30/12) 

1998 SL600 V12 in very good condition. Great open road ride. 116,500 miles. New tires. Garage-kept. Includes optional panoramic 
view hardtop with stand. All records. 2nd owner. Asking $10,900. Lowell Thomas, (817) 907-4633, lthomas123@aol.com. (05/01/11) 

 

PARTS FOR SALE: 

Duo BabySmart child seat - $50, and BabySmart capsule -$25. Leesa Stephens-Bollar, leesa@bollar.org. (10/02/11) 
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Our 2011 Holiday Celebration was helf at the famous Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth.  Once 
again, we thank MBCA member Gerry Goodman, who arranged for us to use this great venue.  

Arriving members were welcomed with an hors d’oeuvres reception.  During the reception, a musical 
slideshow comprising hundreds of pictures from Fort Worth’s 2011 event season was shown on a 
strategically-located widescreen TV for everyone to see.   

After the reception, we welcomed attending members and guests, thanked them for their participation 
and support throughout the year, and outlined the evening’s program.  We then sat down to a fine 3-
course dinner, which featured a duet of tenderloin filet and sea bass as the main course.  The food 
was prepared just right, and our group of 60 was served very well by an efficient and prepared Colo-
nial staff. The entertainment portion of the evening began after dinner, with Jim Hannon as the em-
cee.  The great Leo BotchedKey (Larry Vaughn) accompanied all performers with his deft guitar-
playing.  First up was Mercedes Demille (Cecile de Jesus), granddaughter of Cecile B. Demille, with a 
fine rendition of Have Yourself  a Very Merry Christmas.  Next was the talented and beautiful Cleo-
patra (DJ de Jesus), who sang the sultry classic Santa Baby as only she can.  For our finale, several 
young ladies from the audience (Park Place’s Amanda Brown and Brittney Torres, Mika Tirschler and 
Susan Tsang) volunteered to form our percussion section, The Frogs.  Even our massive budget is 
not without limit.  The Frogs accompanied the incomparable Leo BotchedKey and Cleopatra as they 

performed Jingle Bells.   

It was now time for members to try their hand at winning some prizes.  Each attendee was given a 
game form with 9 usable letters of the alphabet in a box. The objective was to form as many words 
with as many letters from the box as they can.  We can never leave well enough alone, so as usual 
there were some special rules (minimum of 4 letters in a word, no proper names, words ending with 
the letter ‘s’ were not allowed, a letter cannot be used twice in the same word, etc.).  Each letter from 
each legal word written on the form counted for a point - players with the most points win.  When the 
Fog of Confusion cleared, 3 winners emerged:  

First Place:  Susan Tsang - His & Hers MBCA watches by Guess; 
Second Place:  Debbie Lowke - a Mercedes-Benz throw blanket, donated by Park Place Fort Worth; 
Third Place:  Angela Kesling - Mercedes-Benz stemless wine glasses, won by virtue of a tiebreak with 
Buzz Bartlett (OK, so there remained a few wisps from the Fog of Confusion).    

The rest of the evening was spent on the dance floor to the beat of great music selections played by 
our DJs, Wen & Lily Grio.  Each attendee took home a beautiful black lacquer Mercedes-Benz pen as 
a memento of the event.     

First place winner - Susan Tsang. Second - Debbie Lowke. Third - Angela Kesling. 

Ok, now take it slower. 

Mercedes Demille sings for us. 

Prior Event Report - Holiday Celebration at the Colonial Country Club, December 10, 2011 

Leo BotchedKey, Cleopatra, and The Frogs perform. 

Audience in rapt attention. 

Take it faster, now. 
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Our 20-car convoy made its way on scenic, mostly twisty and hilly roads 
through the North Texas Hill Country en route to Clifton, the Norwegian 
Capital of Texas.  We enjoyed lunch at Johnny's Place, a local hangout 
which served a hearty Chicken-Fried Steak plus other country cooking 
selections.  The staff was terrific, and the price was certainly right.   
 
After lunch, we visited the Clifton Classic Chassis, a private museum which 
houses 25 restored and original classic automobiles.  Dr. Terry Watson of 
Clifton and Dallas, owner of the museum,  served as our tour director, and 
explained to us the unique features and history of each car, and how he 
found and came to own them.   The cars on display included a '60 Corvette 
Convertible, a '40 Buick Eight Sedan, a '55 Thunderbird Convertible, and 
classic Cadillacs, Pontiacs, and Lincolns from the Fifties and the Sixties.  
 
After our visit to the car museum, we proceeded to the Bosque Museum to 
see historic and prehistoric exhibits of Indian, Norwegian, Civil War, and 
other artifacts which trace the history of Bosque County.  Dr. George Lar-
son, museum director, gave us a superb guided tour of the museum.  The 
highlight of the tour was a replica of the Paleo-American site found in 
Bosque County, known as the Horn Shelter.  The exhibit portrays the burial 
of a man and small girl as it took place 11,200 years ago.   Dr. Larson ex-
plained that it is suspected that the so-called Horn Shelter Man does not fit 
any of the known human ethnic groups in existence today, nor at that time.  
Tests are being conducted by the Smithsonian to prove or disprove this 
theory. 
 
After our Bosque Museum tour, we visited Clifton's quaint and revitalized 
Downtown for some antique shopping, or to chill at the local coffee shop, 
before heading home.  We concluded that there is much more to Clifton 
than can be seen in one day.  We will make plans to visit this quaint city 
again soon. 

„55 Thunderbird at the Clifton Classic Chassis. A clear favorite - a preserved Buick Eight. „60 Corvette of Route 66 TV-series fame. 

Attendees listen as agenda is discussed. 

Replica of the Horn Shelter burial site. 

Prior Event Report - Winter Getaway to Clifton, January 7, 2012 

The stark winter landscape along our route. 

Texas hospitality is a very fine thing. 

Member cars at the Bosque Museum. 
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We would like to introduce Chuck Shultz as our new ASE Certified Tech with more than 

20 years experience with Mercedes, BMW & Lexus franchise shops who joins our senior 

German shop manager, Henry Kamnick, with 40 years of Mercedes-Benz experience. 
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