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Tech session @ Bens Workshoy,

o

The skilled technicians at Ben’s have made a professional commitment to their craft. Each member of their team has between 16
and 32 years of automotive technical experience. Mature and knowledgeable, these craftsmen could command positions at any Mer-
cedes-Benz repair facility in the country.

With a commitment to quality car care, solid business practices, and a work environment specifically designed for the maintenance
and repair of Mercedes, Ben'’s has attracted, and will continue to retain, the best technicians in the field.
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On May 30th, | was fortunate to be in the right place at the right time.....I was meeting my father in Birmingham, AL
for the NASA races at Barber Motorsports. What | didn't know was that the Alabama section and Peachtree Sec-
tions of MBCA were hosting Heimatfest, a regional event in the area that week.

The events covered several days, at Talledega Raceway, Birmingham Raceway and Barber Motorsports Complex
as well as the hotel tech sessions and some more social events at the local wineries and tours of the Birmingham
Mercedes Plant.

Saturday would include a MBCA carshow held at Barber Motorsports Complex. | had the opportunity to see some
really incredible cars, meet some section leaders from Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia and Florida. Best of all | got
to share it with my father, who is as big a fan of the automobile as I.

To add to the diversity of the crowd, the Lotus Owners Group was holding their national get together at the track the
same weekend. There were hundreds of Colin Chapman’s finest on display....old Leman’s racers, Europas, Elans,
Elise and the newest Exige. Wonderful, lightweight sports cars very different from the car | chose to drive everyday
but wonderful in it s own right...I would love to spend the day on the track with one!

Speaking of track, the Barber Motorsports Complex is hands down, the pret-
tiest track | have seen, clean doesn’t begin to describe it....more like mani-
cured. Sculpture adorns the grounds, the paddocks are all paved and tiered
up the hill, the course has no usable infield but is 2.5 miles of twisting pave-
ment folded back on itself so compact to allow a spectator to see 3 or 4 sec-
tions of the course at tone point. The elevation changes are also dra-
matic...talking with some drivers, this is a very challenging course.










