Private Collection Opening

By Steve Wiener

Saturday May 12 turned out to be a beautiful day and it was enhanced by our visit to Tom and Brenda Derro’s car collection in Massachusetts. Tom and Brenda were great hosts and over 40 section members and guests had the opportunity to see automotive history. 

Tom began collecting cars shortly after he and Brenda married. In fact Brenda talked him into buying their first “oldie” a 1955 Sky Blue Ford Thunderbird with a continental kit. They moved to Carlisle when their home in Winchester could not contain the collection. This was the third time we were welcomed by the Derro’s. Since our last visit 7 or 8 years ago the collection evolved significantly with only 4 cars from then still remaining. 

A true passion for “woodies” from the 1940’s is evident with 5 “woodies” highlighted by a 1947 Chrysler Town & Country Convertible, a 1948 Chrysler Town & Country Sedan, and a 1949 Chrysler Town & Country Convertible Coupe. 

Two of the most unique cars in the collection are the 1933 Pierce Arrow concept car (1 of 5 made for the auto show in 1933, 3 are still in existence) and the 1932 Dussenberg Model J Town Car originally owned by Countess Anna Ingraham of Austria. The Dussenberg was used for touring and made several trips to Africa for safaris. 

Tom and Brenda’s 16 year old, grandson especially likes the 1957 Desoto Adventurer Convertible. This is one of the 50 or so still around from the 300 manufactured.

The latest addition to the collection is the 1957 Dual Ghia made in Italy and Detroit on a 1957 Dodge frame, which was added last fall. 

Completing the collection are: 1948 Nash Woodie Ambassador Suburban, 1941 Packard Woodie Wagon, 1935 Dussenberg Model J Cabriolet, 1941 Packard Darrin Victoria, and a 1941 Cadillac Series 62 Convertible Coupe.

Tom showed the engine and coach works off and talked about some of the history of the cars with several of us. 

We thanked the Derro’s and presented them a plaque of appreciation for their hospitality.
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Section President John S. Piekarczyk Jr. (left) with host Tom Derro (right) discussing the 1933 Pierce Arrow.

