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Northern  New Jersey  Sect ion  ñ Mercedes - Benz  C lub  of  Amer ica  

O n August 13, Compact Kars in Clarksburg gave nearly 
40 Mercedes-Benz customers an experience they will 

never forget. 
 
With sponsorship support by Mercedes-Benz of Freehold 
and the North Jersey Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America, the AASP/NJ shop hosted a special ñcollision 
workshopò to better inform vehicle owners about the auto-
motive repair process. The event included demonstrations 
on uni-body repair on the Celette bench, airbags, vehicle 
preparation for painting, vehicle refinishing in the downdraft 
booth, paint correction, MKS wheel alignment and Star di-
agnosis. Additionally, the shopôs technical staff performed 
live repairs and answered questions about properly repair-
ing a Mercedes-Benz after a collision. The morning gather-
ing also included a continental breakfast sponsored by Lib-
erty Mutual. 

 
Compact Kars owner 
Tom Elder was delighted 
to provide valuable infor-
mation to area Mercedes-
Benz customers.  ñThey 
were tickled,ò he says. 
ñThey just loved the infor-
mation they got, and they 
asked a lot of really good 
questions. As [Mercedes-

Benz owners] found out here, the specialty process of re-
pairing a Mercedes-Benz after itôs been in a collision is spe-
cific, and there are certain things that you really need to 
know about in order to repair these cars.ò 
 
The MKS wheel alignments and Star diagnosis demonstra-
tions impressed and informed attendees. 
LIBERTY MUTUAL Offers First Class Support In addition to 
serving as the breakfast sponsor for the August 13 gather-
ing, Liberty Mutual was on hand at Compact 
Kars to inform Mercedes-Benz customers of the insurerôs 
special First Class Insurance Program. Endorsed by both 
Mercedes-Benz and Liberty Mutual at the corporate levels, 
First Class Insurance provides Mercedes Benz owners with 
original replacement parts, 24-hour Emergency Roadside 
Assistance, concierge service, towing to the nearest 
Mercedes-Benz dealer or certified Mercedes-Benz Collision 
Center, a 12-month rate guarantee and a new car replace-
ment in the event the ownerôs vehicle is declared a total 
loss. ñCustomers are extremely excited about First Class 

Insurance,ò explains 
Liberty Mutual Senior Branch Manager Armando A. Patino. 
ñItôs a policy that is specially designed for those who own a  
Mercedes-Benz.ò Patino says that Mercedes-Benz drivers 
are especially pleased that the program offers genuine re-
placement partsò.  That provides them with the security that 
if they do have a collision, or have a need to replace any 
parts on their vehicle due to an accident where their insur-
ance policy would cover them, we would guarantee that 
they are getting genuine OEM parts 
on their vehicle,ò he says.   
 
As for his time at Tom Elderôs shop, 
Patino offers nothing but incredibly 
positive feedback. 
ñItôs quite extensive,ò he says. ñIôm 
very impressed with some of the 
upgrades Tom has made to reduce 
his carbon footprint and lower his 
emissions, and Iôm very impressed 
with the relationship he has with 
Mercedes-Benz USA. 
The standard is very high at Tom 
Elderôs facility.ò For more informa-
tion on the First Class Insurance program, Please contact                                     
Armondo Patino  armando.patino@ 
libertymutual.com 
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                                                                                                                          By Andreas Molde 

S ome folks  like to do their own maintenance and in some cases even some bigger repairs. 

It can be confusing  when it comes to buying the needed parts and the terms OE, OEM or 

ñAfter market ñ are tossed around and it really isnôt very clear to most what one or the other 

means.  OE stands for Original Equipment.  OEM stands for Original Equipment Manufac-

turer.  After market stands for éwell, anything but OE or OEM. Let me get the last one out 

of the way first. I would never consider  using any ñAfter marketò replacement parts on a Mer-

cedes-Benz (other car makers mainly domestic, are a different story). I could probably write a 

book about poor fitting water pumps, òcheapò ignition wires, caps + rotors, spark plugs, air, fuel 

and oil filters, etc.  All can cause problems, but I will leave it at that.  Let me switch gears to 

OE.  Most car makers donôt make their own parts but rather contract with outside companies to 

manufacture parts for them to THEIR specifications and that is  ñOriginal Equipmentò or OE!  So 

if you buy OE parts, you are using the same quality as the car maker at the assembly line (or 

the dealer).  OEM parts on the other hand are made by the same manufacturer that make the 

OE parts, but do not necessarily meet the car makers specifications and the quality can vary 

greatly from being exactly the same to ñmaybe I donôt want this in my carò.   

Unfortunately the choices are many and itôs not easy to decide what to purchase. If in doubt go 

with OE. You canôt go wrong and yes you may (or may not ) pay more for it. Spark Plugs should 

be OE and use Platinum  Plugs only if specified, which is on most MBôs starting with the 1998 

Model. Speaking of 1998 Models, there is no substitute for the OE Oil (Fleece) Filters and you 

have to use Synthetic Oil , preferably Mobil 1 .   
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FOR SALE: 1985 Mercedes Benz 300 TD Diesel station wagon. Navy blue exterior, sad-

dle  M.B. Tex. interior. With the optional third seat , manual sunroof, am/fm cassette  Air 

Cond.   Power windows,  luggage rack,  Drives great and looks good. too!  229,000 

miles owned for the last 8 years and driven locally only in nice weather. A real classic 

wagon!  $4500.   Seller details below.      

FOR SALE: 1985 500 SEC.  Rare imperial red, saddle leather interior, 

A/C, AM -FM-Cassette, Sunroof, 105,000 original miles, Excellent 

condition, One owner, 25 years from new until May 2010.  Original 

paint, no rust. Drives great. Asking $9475.    Andrew Permison 

thepermitage@comcast.net   973-379-7283 

FOR SALE:  2005 Mercedes E55 AMG in excellent condition. Low miles (36,800); Pewter 

w/ black interior and wood grain accents;  Original (non -smoking) owner;  Leather, car-

pet and windshield perfect;  No mechanical problems;  Wheels beautiful and in excel-

lent condition;  8 cylinder / 472HP;  Tiptronic/Automatic;  Heated 

and cooled leather seats;  Harmon Kardon stereo w/ 6 CD changer 

and IPod doc; Remote keyless entry and ignition; Navigation; Xenon headlamps; 

Alarm; Traction Control; Rear window shade; New tires on rear;  3 sets of floor mats 

(rubber for winter and 1 set never used); All service by Mercedes technicians.  $34,800 

(obo)  Michael Fischer  Madison, NJ   862 -485-2433  michaelwfischer54@gmail.com  

FOR SALE:  1995 SL500. Garaged and in excellent condition. 61,200 miles. VIN 

#WDBFA67E5SF124534.  Includes four snow tires on rims. $14,000.  Jim Schuftan   2 

Rainbow Ridge Drive, Livingston, NJ 07039 Call: 973 -992-7597 

FOR SALE:  1990 E300D 2.5 TURBO  185,000 miles  Two-owner car.  

Owned by me for the last ten years.  Serviced by local Mercedes -

Benz dealer.  All records available. Four(4) brand new Michelin tires. 

NO RUST.  Left front fender has minor damage.  Still gets 27 mpg on 

highway. Ivory with Palomino leather interior.  $3000. or best offer.                 

Wendy Fleischman  WendySue55@aol.com  or call (845) 494 -4023 

FOR SALE:  1971 280 SEL  60,879 Miles. Taupe with Brown upholstery. Repainted 4 yrs. ago. Many renewed 

mechanical and electrical parts including a new entire muffler system. New Tires. Runs and Drives well. 

Restoration 85% complete. No Rust.  Asking $4,900.00 or OBO Clear Title                                                              

Call Duane 973 -715-8948 or e -mail  velt72@aol.com  

FOR SALE:  1988 560SL Ivory/Palomino 2 tops, 120K miles, excellent asking $12,500.00.                                 

FOR SALE:  1981 380SL Teal/Black, wire wheels, two tops, kinder seats,  147K Miles, Beautiful, asking $9950                                       

Alvin Martz 201 -567-7326 or 201-615-6184 

FOR SALE:  300 SL Gullwing coupe for sale, (it's a Cookie jar, the most 

affordable car on this page).                                                                 

Perfect gift for the Benz enthusiast.  Measures 15" long x 7" wide.                                                          

Rare limited edition bright red ceramic cookie jar.  Only $288.00                                                                      

Call Stuart at 201 327 -7711  sberson66@optonline.net  
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Sunday, September 18 th is MBCA Day in Summit.  

T he MBCA was founded in Summit, NJ in 1956.  

The City of Summit has a wonderful, all marque 

car show every year.                                              

This year they will honor the MBCA. 

We have our own special parking area in the center 

of the City and the Mayor of the City will issue a 

proclamation declaring Sunday September 18th MBCA Day in Summit.   

The registration form ($20 in advance). Get there about 8:30 ï 9 AM to sign in and 

get a spot in our area. There will be food beverage, newspapers, radio, DJ and more.  

They had 175 cars last year. 

Send your registration form to Lucille Chabala.  Make check payable to Summit 

Downtown, Inc.  You may obtain a registration form on our website at                     

http://sections.mbca.org/northern_new_jersey/summitreg.pdf 

Lucille Chabala ǒ 6 Brook Way ǒ West Orange, NJ  07052                          

LuLuChab@aol.com  973-731-9133   

Northeast Region Fall Foliage Tour and Rally  

S eptember 23, 24, 25  Rally starts in Saratoga 

Springs, NY and finishes the day in Lake Placid, 

New York 

Two nights in the Crowne Plaza in Lake Placid, mem-
bers must make own reservation, mention Mercedes 
event and get a special discount. 

Cost per person $100.00 

Contact Ron Tanner, President Hudson-Mohawk Sec-
tion MBCA at 518-822-1664                                            
or email at exqqme06@yahoo.com 

 

Their section web site is http://www.mbca-hudmo.org/ 
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