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Northern  New Jersey  Sect ion  ñ Mercedes - Benz  C lub  of  Amer ica  

T he day couldnõt have been any better ð 

the weather, the people, the cars, and 

the food!!! This yearõs June Jamboree was 

absolutely outstanding.  

The òCREWó showed up at 7 AM and began 

to set up for what promised to be a wonder-

ful day. Lucille and Valerie set up the Regis-

tration table, Nick and Rich readied the 

camera, Andreas checked out the parking 

lot, while Joe started to set up the ôSilent 

Auctionõ table ð then more help arrived. 

Nora and Brenda did a great job of running 

the òsilent auctionó and kudos to all those 

who bid so generously on the items and to 

those who donated items.  

As the cars rolled in, registered, had their 

picture taken, and parked in their assigned 

spot ð the Jamboree was well on its way to a 

record breaker. We had 100 cars registered 

(the largest number that I can remember) 39 

in Concours and 61 in Popular. After set-

tling the cars in their spots the members 

moseyed on down for some coffee and bagels 

in the cafeteria.  

At 10:30 the Concours judging began and all 

last minute detailing of the cars was 

stopped.  While the judges were hard at 

work, many of the members had time to look 

over the cars and then cast their ballots for 

the Popular Vote cars. Others took advan-

tage of the well placed lawn chairs, while 

still others chose the air -conditioned cafete-

ria to socialize and watch as pictures of past 

June Jamborees moved across the screen.  

As the judges finished up their task, it was 

time for the members and their guests to 

enter the cafeteria once again, this time for 

the delicious BBQ luncheon. After lunch, 

Loni announced the winners of the 50 -50, 

and boy were they please with the results.  

Door prizes were called and membership 

pins were distributed while everyone anx-

iously awaited the results. We tried some-

thing new this year and were able to display 

the picture of the winning cars in the Popu-

lar Vote category.   Next year, we plan on 

being able to show both the Concours and 

Popular Vote winning cars.  

It was a fun -filled and exciting day. There 

was something for everyone to do: admire 

the magnificent automobiles; drive a simu-

lated race car; have your picture taken; or 

sit in the SLS AMG and dream.  

We certainly had many distinguished mem-

bers form MBCA at the Jamboree this year 

and they include the following: Rodger Van 

Ness - President MBCA; Doug Truitt - 

MBCA Executive Director; Laura Simonds ð 

MBCA Treasurer; Richard Simonds ð Acting 

Publisher & Past President MBCA; Gary 

Anderson ð Editor -in -Chief The STAR maga-

zine; Cliff Reyle ð Central Regional Director, 

TN; and Werner Fehlauer ð Mid -Atlantic 

Regional Director.  

A special thanks to the following people from 

MBUSA: Adam Paige ð Manager, National 

Brand Public Relations; Christine Chase ð 

National Brand & Public Relation Specialist 

(Thanks for all of your hard work ð we cer-

tainly appreciated all of your efforts in order 

to make sure that things went smoothly. 

The lawn furniture so beautifully placed, the 

water for the judges, clearing out the park-

ing lot, the display of cars in the front lawn, 

and of course ð the food.); and Anne -Doris 

Korralus ð European Delivery Program.  

We would also like to acknowledge and 

thank all of those who supported us with 

door prizes. We appreciate your generosity 

and continued support for our activities.  

A great big òTHANK YOUó to the following:  

Globe Motor Cars, Fairfield; Mercedes Benz 

of Princeton; Open Road Mercedes, Bridge-

water; Mercedes Benz of Freehold; Benzel 

Busch, Englewood; Contemporary Motor 

Cars, Little Silver; Intercar, Newton; Ray 

Catena Mercedes Benz of Union; Mercedes 

Benz of Flemington; Prestige, Paramus; and 

MBUSA.   Continued  on page 2.  

     Please see photos on pages 10 & 11  
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T hanks to all the judges and the parking crew for help-

ing to make the day a success and especially to Head 

Judge,  Andreas Molde  

Engine :    Frank Chabala , Felipe Cuadra , Rick Finch, 

Tito Krishnamurthy , Rocky Miranti, Burgess Berlin , Jerry 

Shapiro  

Interior:     Joe Cristiano , Larry Taylor, Bill Hopper , John 

Angeleri, Tim Harrington , Bob Wegner  

Chrome:     Ken Spingarn , Jan Van Der Baan, Ralph 

Esposito , Donald Derosa, Claire Wegner ,                      

Michele Loranger  

Exterior:    Ed Jahn, Werner  Fehlauer , Cliff Reyle, Tom 

Elder , Marc Loranger  

Mileage /Paint Code Recorder :    Victor Alicchio  

Parking Staff:    Don Rotolo , Karla Schwendt , Rocky 

Miranti, Tito Krishnamurthy, Stu Berson  

Score Sheet Runner:      Rich Luongo  

June Jamboree 2010 Results  

*note - other than the winners - the cars are listed in the 

order that they registered  

** no -show cars were not included in the results  

Popular Vote  

New 2006 ð 2010 

1st Lou Manganiello  2010 E350 

2nd Stephen Spector               2007 SLK350  

2nd Fred Marcus   2009 CLK350  

 Nora Ochwat   2007 E550 

 Bob Haber   2010 C63AMG 

 Clifford Robert                2010 S550 

Modern Sedan 1996 ð 2005 

1st Ed Ebel                 1996 S320 

1st Kevin Chirigotis  2002 E55 

2nd Ray DiMeglio   1998 E320 

 Frank Caluri   2002 E320 

Modern Sport 1996 ð 2005 

1st Nick Ford   2005 C320 sport coupe 

2nd Tom Buonocore               2003 SL500 

3rd Priscilla Sedita                2001 CLK230  

 Olga Silva   2001 SL600 

 Roger Jones  2000 500SL 

 Jim Haupt   2002 600SL 

 Joe LoFaro  1998 SL500 

 Carmine Buda   1998 CL600 

 Seamus Sheelan 2003 CLK320  

Old Sedan 1986 ð 1995 

1st Robert Murphy                1994 E320 

2nd Valerie Cristiano  1991 420SEL 

3rd Roger Egolf  1992 500E 

 Tom Mitchell   1991 300E 

 Joe Grattan   1992 600SEL 

 David Lamm   1995 E320 

 Clark Pritchett   1991 350SDL 

 Daniel  Nickolich  1992 400E 

 Michael Mendes  1991 350SDL 

Old Sport 1986 ð 1995 

1st Hank Cosgrove  1995 SL600 

2nd Vinny Milo   1987 560SL 

3rd Peter Jamison   1989 560SEC 

 Jay Hirsch   1990 560SEC 

 Burton Anderson  1990 500SL 

 Dennis Damascus  1990 560SEC 

 Victor Gates   1995 E320 

 Ed Ebel   1992 500SL 

Vintage Sedan pre -1986 

1st Arpi Kertesz   1973 280SE 4.5 

2nd Frank Chabala   1965 220SE 

3rd Allen Wagner   1966 230 

 Robert Midura   1980 300SD 

 Lester Ayars   1966 220D 

 John Bleimaier                1965 190DC 

 Chris Sciales   1963 220SEB 

 Peter Weingang                1967 230 

 Alex Rosner   1981 300TD 

 Bill Dawli   1957 220S 
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Vintage Sport pre -1986 

1st Frank Spellman                1963  300SL roadster  

2nd Richard Rose  1963 300SL  

3rd Ralph Esposito                1976 450SL 

 Robert Perkins   1976 450SLC 

 Philip Medico   1980 450SL 

 Ron Tanner   1968 250SL 

 Ron Tanner   1967 250SL 

 Bob Knights   1983 380SL 

 Marc Loranger                1984 380SL 

 Claude Bennett                1978 450SL 

 Jason Fischer   1963 190 

 Richard Finch   1985 380SL 

 Wayne Faltin   1984 280SL 

 

Concours  

Class 3  

1st William Miller               1958 220S 

2nd Hans Karl               1957 220S 

3rd Steve Wein              1958 220cab 

Class 4 

1st Claire Wegner   1956 190SL 

Class 6 & 7  

1st Keith Morgan   1972 300SEL 

2nd Henry Coelho   1972 280SE 4.5 

3rd Doug Lansing   1961 220Seb 

Class 8  

1st Paul Pinajian   1977 240D 

2nd John Longo   1977 240D 

3rd Mark Sluscavage  1991 300TE 

Class 9 & 10  

1st Carl Belt   1985 300CD 

2nd Peter LoBasso  1990 300SE 

3rd Samy Rizk   1980 300SD 

Class 11  

1st Tom Elder   2001 SLK320  

2nd Greg Calabro   2003 SL500 

3rd Richard Tynes   2003 SL500 

Class 12  

1st Barbara Fiedler               1999 E320 4matic  

2nd Bob Donnelly               2005 E320CDI  

3rd Rocky Miranti               2003 E55 

 Ignatius Wiratunga  2008 C300 

 Ed Jahn   2008 Smart Car  

 Andrew Syracuse  2009 C300 

 Joseph Bemelmans  1996 E300D 

Class 13 & 14  

1st Dean Nichols   2005 CLK  

2nd Dominick Citera  1998 S500 

Class 15  

1st Bob Platz   1970 280SL 

2nd John Betsch   1965 230SL European  

3rd Alvin Martz   1971 280SL 

 Victor Gates   1967 230SL 

Class 16  

1st Peter Newman   1982 380SL 

2nd Loni Spingarn   1980 450SL 

3rd Sylvia Sama   1989 560SL 

 Nicholas Perakis  1986 560SL 

 Jerry Shapiro   1987 560SL 

 Frank Conforti   1986 560SL 

 Steven Raab  1988 560SL 

Class 19  

1st Scott Daniels   1976      Unimog  

Judges Choice  

Carlos Heiligmann                1978 230 

Best in Show 

Eckart Scheffler                              1957 300SL 



FOR SALE: Set of four 7 1/2 J x 16 five-slot Mercedes rims. Part number 210 401 04 02. All are 41mm 

offset. (ET41)  I believe these were standard equipment on the E430 model. These have served as 

the winter wheels on my 1999 E300 turbo diesel. (W210) All wheel weights and valve stems re-

moved. Center caps and lug bolts not included. Some curb rash. These serve well for winter use,  

and are priced accordingly at $300 for set of four. Can bring wheels to club events or arrange to 

meet buyer to forego shipping cost. Ken McCauley kwmccauley@earthlink.net   Cell 908 -377-5982 Hunterdon 
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FOR SALE: 1999 500SL Black/Black leather interior.  39,970. Excellent condition.         

Garaged, both tops. New tires.   Excellently maintained.   $19,000.00                          

Contact: nyc.benz99@gmail.com    Seller: D. St. Julien (973) -568-3496 

FOR SALE: 1987 560SL Convertible. Arctic White with Navy leather interior.    Two 

tops (white hard top and navy soft top). Hard top comes with wheeled caddy for 

storage. Pirelli P4000 Super Touring tires. Alpine 6 CD and cassette player with 

AM/FM radio. Always covered and garaged. 102K miles. Maintained by a Mer-

cedes mechanic.  Excellent condition.   Driven only on weekends and in good 

weather. Asking $14,500.  Call Rick 973 -464-5845 

FOR SALE: 2001 320 SLK Convertible/Coupe   Silver/Charcoal Like New only   

12,000 miles                                                                                                                                         

All Standard Equipment plus Automatic Trans., Heated Seats, 6disc CD Changer. 

Garaged with MB cover. $16,500.   Tom Zima 732 -714-0080  

FOR SALE: 1988 560SL  dark blue,   good condition, both tops, rear seat, newer tires and battery,  A/C,  Becker radio,   

ETC.  Runs great, approximately 155k miles,  everything works,  asking for a reasonable offer.  Too many "M.B.s" and 

getting involved with  concours shows to really use the car.  Contact Bob Wegner  after 2   P.M.  (973) 515-0052   

FOR SALE: Gorgeous 1977 450 SL roadster for sale.   Butter Yellow/Saddle 74,000 original miles. It has 

never seen winter and rarely rain. Dark Brown Soft Top Replaced Hardtop with caddy. Non 

Smoker,   Runs Great . $11,500, must be seen to appreciate.  Martin Ungar  mungie53@att.net  

FOR SALE: 1987 560SL Convertible. Signal Red/Palomino. 83K miles, both tops, service records, excellent condition, 

same owner since 1996, only driven on weekends in good weather,  garaged. $12,900.  Call for details/photos. Curt 

Bradbury (973) 838 -9403   cbradbury@verizon.net  

FOR SALE: 1977 Mercedes Benz 240D, Yellow/Tobacco Brown, Manual Shift, 2nd Place -Concours 

2010, Comes with M.B. Car Cover  $6500  Seller is same as below  

FOR SALE: 2005 Mercedes Benz E320 CDI, (Turbo Diesel) Slate Gray/Light Gray, Re-

cent $4500 100,000K Major Service, New Continental Touring Tires, 4 Ex-

tra  New  Blizzack Snow Tires on  E320 Alloy Rims, E320 M.B. Car Cover Included, 109,000 Miles, Excep-

tional Condition. $19,995  John & Kristina Longo, Far Hills, N.J.  ljohn908@aol.com   201-454-7490   

FOR SALE: 1995 Mercedes Benz E320 station wagon. Original Black exterior ,Parchment leather  interior. Only 93,000 

miles. Bought new at Southampton Motors ,1 prior owner   before me. A great driving car with cold A/C. All power 

options work, including the sunroof. Has a third seat.  Needs some TLC. A good car to restore or drive as a everyday 

driver as I do presently.  Asking $4,675.   

FOR SALE: 1985 Mercedes Benz 300 TD Diesel station wagon. Navy blue exterior, saddle  M.B. Tex. interior. With the 

optional third seat , manual sunroof, am/fm cassette  Air Cond.   Power windows,  luggage rack,  Drives great and 

looks good. too!  229,000 miles owned for the last 8 years and driven locally only in nice weather. A real classic 

wagon!  $4875.   Both cars are located in Short Hills NJ. Andy Permison 973 379 7283   thepermitage@comcast.net   

FOR SALE:  1984 380SL convertible. Beautiful silver with new navy blue soft Top. Silver hardtop with cart. No rust. Runs 

well. 178K miles. Professionally maintained. NJ inspection Oct 2011. $6500/offer.   Call George Maulbeck  908 -369-

4030 or email riverweim@aol.com.  
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From the President éé.. Joe Grattan  

T he June Jamboree was a great success.  100 cars registered - more than ever before.  

We added a couple of new pieces to this June Jam.  Dave Hall videotaped the entire after lunch pro-

gram as well as conducting interviews during the morning.  Nick Ford and Rich Luongo took pictures of 

all cars in the morning and had them on the screen as the winners were announced in the afternoon.  

Neat.  

Now you are holding the largest issue of Star Tracks we have ever published; twenty pages ð two of them 

in color.  A very special thanks to Ken Spingarn for all of the extra work in getting this issue published.  

We have a number of events planned as we make the turn into the second half of the year.  All are mentioned in these 

pages.  There are a couple more still on the drawing board.  If you have a suggestion about a future event or a comment 

about a past event please send me a note.  

In closing I want to thank the folks, Andreas, Lucille, Valerie, Nora, Brenda, Loni, Doug, Ken, Dave, Carl, Nick, Rich, 

THE JUDGES, the parking team and the Officers/Board.   
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Open Road Mercedes -Benz has invited us to their facility for this Classic Car Show / Clinic.  They have invited us as 

well as all MB owners.   Learn from the pros:  Master technicians will demonstrate how ðto basics 

Contest: Best in Show ð Classic Car.  

Raffle:  Win a flat screen TV.  

This event is sponsored by Open Road Mercedes -Benz.  There is no cost to you.  

Open Road is on the South (Eastbound) side if Route 22 about 2 miles west of Route 287.   Directions are on their 
website http://benz4ever.com/ , on the top right of the screen select ôinteract with usõ and then ôdirectionsõ.       

IMPORTANT  

Please contact Lucille Chabala to let her know you are coming.   973 731 9133 or LuLuChab@aol.com  

http://benz4ever.com/
mailto:Luluchab@aol.com
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Valve Adjustment  

M ost, but not all MBõs up to approximately the mid 80õs need occasional valve adjustments.  In later years, most, but not all MBõs had hydraulic 

lifters, which did not need any adjustment (see more below).                                                              

Unfortunately this important part of maintenance is often overlooked or simply 

ignored.  

The phrase óIf you donõt hear them tapping, they are okó couldnõt be further 

from the truth.  

Valves that are ònoisyó (loose) at least have some play, but valves that you donõt hear may be just right or worse, to tight. 

Valves that are too tight wonõt seal properly and besides causing a lack of performance (which òlooseó valves will do , too), 

they will eventually òburnó and cause the engine to lose  compression. Thatõs when it becomes time for a costly valve job. 

Valve adjustment IS part of regular maintenance on older MBõs , which should be done on average every 10-15k miles. 

That interval is recommended to be òcut in halfó if the engine was designed for òleadedó gas, which holds true for most 

MBõs up to about 1974. The lead in gasoline had one purpose only and that was to lubricate the valve seats inside the 

cylinder head. Engines that were designed for unleaded gas, had hardened valve seats and therefore had a regular valve 

adjustment service interval. We have been driving unleaded gas in the USA for about 35 years now, since the first cata-

lytic converters were introduced, which do not take kindly to lead. In later years the oxygen sensor was added and lead 

was an instant death sentence for the sensors, hence only unleaded gas has been available since around that time, which 

can cause excessive wear on the valve seats of older engines. A lot of Euro Models that were imported in the 70õs and 80õs 

did NOT have hardened valve seats since they used leaded gas in Europe until the 90õs! 

Below is a guideline (!) of the approximate model years and engine type 

that needed valve adjustment or had hydraulic lifters.  

Needs adjustment : (Does not include older AMG Models)  

All MBõs up to 1976, including V8 (EXCEPT 1976 Euro V8 ,hydraulic lift-

ers)  

All MBõs  from 1977 to 1985  EXCEPT V8 and 190E/D 8 valve engines 

(hydraulic lifters)  

All  MBõs from 1986 to current have hydraulic lifters (!) and donõt need 

valve adjustment . 

There is always an exception or two to the rules, of course.  

The 190E 2.3 16 Valve, from approximately 1982 -1988 (Euro and US) needed valve adjustment, which was done by meas-

uring the valve clearance, removing the camshafts and installing different thickness shims.  A very involved job. A lot of 

folks including techs, mistake the shims for hydraulic lifters!   

Lastly, all V8 MBõs from 1977 (1976 Euro) to 1991, thatõs your 350, 450, 380, 500, 420 and 560õs, need a BASIC adjust-

ment for the hydraulic lifters which is done with a special GO -NO-GO gauge and shims. That basic adjustment normally 

gets done only after replacing  parts in the valve train of the engine. The simplest way to tell if your V8 from the 70õs has 

hydraulic lifters  or not is to see what type of fuel injection system you have. If it is electronic (EFI, wires to the injec tor s) 

it needs a regular  valve adjustment. If it is mechanical fuel injection (CIS) it does not (hydraulic lifters).   

                           

                     Simple enough, right?  

 

           Andreas Molde  
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B enzel-Busch Motor Car Corp. of Englewood 

New Jersey offers club members a 10% dis-

count on parts and service. Additionally, they 

run òspecialsó on a regular basis. For example, 

at the time that this article was written, the 

specials included a discount on a set of new 

Michelin tires, and a four -wheel alignment on 

pads and rotors for the period through August 9, 

2010. 

What you may not know is that if you take ad-

vantage of one of the specials, and you are a club 

member and present your membership card, you 

receive an additional 10% discount on the spe-

cial. To find out what specials are currently be-

ing run, please visit:  

http://mercedes.benzel -busch.com/

dsp_servicespecials.cfm. 

Additionally, Benzel -Busch has a new program 

called òLegacy Servicesó. Legacy Services is a 

certified maintenance and repair service of an 

out -of-warranty vehicle without paying a pre-

mium. Legacy clinics will be run quarterly, and 

the next one will be scheduled for September or 

October. Additional information and cost saving 

coupons can be found by visiting: 

www.legacyservice.com  

 

 

 

C ome and join MBCA members from the CT/West and NYC/LI 

Sections at this well established Car and Motorcycle Club Cele-

bration on Saturday, September 11,  9 am - 3 pm.  Sunday, 
Sept. 12 ñConcours d' Elegance  

Share experiences and knowledge with colleagues from other clubs 

as well. Renowned experts will hold informative seminars, providing 

insights such as tips on the process of restoration, pointers on car 

inspection related to appraisals, and instruction on how to photo-

graph cars and bikes.  

Pricing & more info will be in our next email.  Car and bike clubs 

will bring their favorite mode of transport to show to other atten-

dees. Peer judging awards will be given with winners being shown 

in the Sunday Concours d'Elegance.  

Contact  Lucille Chabala, 6 Brook Way, West Orange, NJ 07052     

973-731ð9133 or LuLuChab@aol.com if interested in attending.  

Website for Fairfield County Car Show                                               

http://www.fairfieldcountyconcours.com/  

 

Saturday , October 3rd  from 11 am to around 3:30 pm  ñ  Chubb Park,  Chester, NJ  

On old RT. 24 approximately 1 mile  west of  RT. 206                                                                                     

Featuring Authentic Oktoberfest Music  ƍ German Food ƍ  Official German Oktoberfest Outfits 

Cost: $20.00 per car.   Here's what you get back; up to $10. per car in food vouchers, free admission to the Oktoberfest. 

Water, coffee & snacks are supplied by the club. $10. of the $20. is donated to the Lions Club for their charitable work.  

T rophies for Sedans, 2 door's & coupes,  Wagons & SUV's, Roadsters & Convertibles, along with Best of Show.  

 Pre-reservation is welcomed, although you may pay at the gate.  We would appreciate a count of the amount of cars at-

tending.  Please contact Lucille Chabala at LuluChab@aol.com or 973-731-9133.  Please direct any questions about the 

event to Bob Wegner at my280sl@verizon.net  or 973- 515-0052  

          

Name (s):____________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________Email:____________________ 

Cost: $20.00 per car if you are bringing one.  No cost per person to attend.  No. of cars being entered:____@$20.00  

Please contact Lucille Chabala at LuluChab@aol.com or  973-731-9133 

6 Brook Way ƍ  West Orange, NJ  07052 

http://mercedes.benzel-busch.com/dsp_servicespecials.cfm
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