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Please send any address 
changes directly to MBCA at 
1907 Lelaray Street, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80909, or call 
1-800-637-2360. We cannot 
process address changes 
locally. 2010 CALENDAR OF COMING ACTIVITIES

FEB. 7 	 First Sunday Drive
FEB. 21*	 Academy of Art Auto Collection, Eva Gordon (650) 834-2614
FEB. 27*	 Collision Tech Session, Richard Simonds (650) 592-7613
MARCH 7	 First Sunday Drive
MARCH 13*	 Tour of Jack Passey Collection, Frank Marcheski (831) 637-3453
MARCH 18*	 Tour of CHP Academy, Bill Brandt (916) 399-1736
APRIL 4	 First Sunday Drive
APRIL 18	 Wildflower Train Ride, Eva Gordon (650) 834-2614
*Reservation form on page 9

COLLISION REPAIR TECH EVENT 
RESCHEDULED

by Richard Simonds, Technical Director

What: Collision Repair Technical Event
NEW DATE: Saturday, February 27, 2010, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Where: European Collision Center, 180 – 12th Street, San Francisco
Cost: $17 per person (includes lunch)—limited to the first 50 participants 
	 who sign up!

Although the focus of this event is on handling collision claims, there will be 
demonstrations of the technology that goes into properly repairing all Mercedes-
Benz vehicles. The alloys used in recent models make it imperative that a well-
trained staff handles the repairs. A body shop that has not been trained and 
does not have the technical resources and tools can leave you and your family 
vulnerable.

The information from this technical session can be placed with your automobile 
documents in case it’s ever needed to negotiate with your insurance carrier.

Dennis Kirkpatrick, Manager at European Collision Center, 180 – 12th Street, 
San Francisco, will bring in a team of experts to cover the topics in our 
technical session. The focus is on collision situations. Key topics included in the 
presentations are:

Estimating – what goes into it
Claims process – what to know BEFORE a claim is filed with your insurance 
company
Body preparation and painting – the latest water-borne paint technology will 
be demonstrated
Alignment (body, frame, and wheels) – when it is needed and a demonstration 
of the latest technology
Final preparation before delivery – sanding, buffing, and polishing done right

A catered lunch will be served around noon. New reservation deadline date is 
February 19, and the reservation form on page 9 will ask you for any specific 
questions you may have about collision repair. We will take questions during 
the presentations.  MBZ vehicles will be used to demonstrate the collision repair 
services that are being discussed.

SEE A GREAT 
AUTO COLLECTION AT 
THE ACADEMY OF ART

What: Tour of S.F. Academy of Art Auto 
	 Collection
When: Sunday, February 21, 2010, 10:00 a.m.
Where: Academy of Art, San Francisco
Cost: $20 per person

Were you aware that there is a very impressive 
collection of classic cars tucked away in 
downtown San Francisco? On Sunday, February 
21, we will have the opportunity to view the 
very special collection of Richard Stephens, the 
past President of the San Francisco Academy 
of Art. The collection is comprised of vehicles 
from European and American makers such as 
Auburn, Buggatti, Cord, Delage, Dusenberg, 
Hispano Suiza, Lagonda, Marmon, Minerva, 
Packard, Pierce Arrow, Stutz, Talbot Logo, and 
a host of others.

The Academy of Art is just one of three U.S. 
universities offering a degree in Transportation 
Design, and the collection is used by students 
in this decade-old program as they draw 
inspiration for the design of tomorrow’s 
automobiles.

The Academy of Art has recently purchased 
the building that once housed Mercedes-Benz 
of San Francisco on Van Ness Avenue with 
plans to make this the future permanent home 
of the collection. At this time we are unsure 
if our tour will be in the current or this new 
location, but either way it will be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to view automobiles 
from the 1920s and ‘30s that were specifically 
chosen for the collection because of specific 
design elements.

HOLIDAY PARTY, DECEMBER 19, 2009

(Continued on page 8)
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BOARD MEMBER’S MESSAGE
by Eva Gordon, Activities Director

As we head into the new decade, and I into my third year as Activities 
Director, I am very proud of all the fabulous events we have held 
as well as those on the calendar for 2010. This will be an especially 
exciting year in the San Francisco Bay Area as we have some first-time 
local and national events and collections to explore. Here are some 
of the highlights.

In June, Mercedes-Benz will be the featured European Marque at the 
Palo Alto Concours—the largest Concours d’Elegance in the country 
with over 500 cars on the field in 2009. We are working closely with 
the PAC to recruit Mercedes-Benz to be displayed and judged, and 
we will also have a corral for those members who want to just attend 
with a clean car. If you have a car that you’d like to display, please 
contact Robert Schilling so he can be sure that you get an invitation 
to participate. If you can’t participate, at least plan to attend and view 
some of the very impressive cars that will be on the field.

In August, MBCA is participating in an all-German concours, a 
new addition to the Monterey Historics Weekend, to be held in the 
beautiful Carmel Valley. This is a special national event for MBCA 
and is being supported by Mercedes-Benz USA. If you’re interested 
in displaying a car or volunteering to help at the event, please contact 
Laura Simonds.

In October our section is hosting the Western States Driving 
Experience. This is our version of a mini-Starfest, and we’re inviting 
members from all the sections in the Western states. Held in Willows 
at Thunderhill Raceway, the WSDE will provide defensive and 
performance driving instruction in addition to autocross and rally 
driving events.  If you attended StarFest in 2008, you know how 
informative and fun this event will be. If you didn’t attend StarFest, 
this is your opportunity to come and learn the limits of your car in a 
safe environment.

Also in October we are planning our Member Appreciation Event 
with an Oktoberfest theme. We will be returning to the Menlo Circus 
Club in Atherton where we celebrated our section’s 50th Anniversary 
in 2008. We’ll hold a casual “show and shine” car show on the polo 
fields while we enjoy a traditional Oktoberfest celebration.

Additional highlights for the year are the opportunities to view 
several private vehicle collections not normally open to he public. The 
Academy of Art, Jack Passey, and Pat Matthews are all opening the 
doors to their garages in 2010.  

In addition to our own great calendar of events we are working 
closely with our neighboring sections to increase the event offerings 
to all MBCA members. You’ll see new faces at our events that are 
being advertised to the Sacramento Section, and you’ll also see some 
Sacramento Section events advertised in our newsletter. The tour of the 
CHP training facility in Sacramento should be especially interesting 
for those who can get away on a weekday.

As an event planner, I couldn’t be more pleased with the amount of 
input I have received from our members. It is because of all of you 
that we have such wonderful events and participation. The recent 
economic factors have played a major role in tailoring our events. We 
have listened to all of you and have been working hard over the 
past two years to make our events more relevant to our members. 
Thanks to all who conceptualize, organize, execute, and attend our 
great events!
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Our fourth year of First Sunday Drives started with a great 
group traveling great roads. Starting in downtown San Rafael, 
we drove north along the edge of the bay and through the 
Lucas and Nicasio Valleys before heading east to the Carneros 
region of the Napa Valley. The drive ended at Domaine 
Carneros where one of our drivers had arranged for a beautiful 
private room where we enjoyed complimentary champagne 
and a selection of available wine tasting flights.

Two longer drives are planned for 2010—the northern Sonoma 
Coast in March and a two-day drive in the Gold Country in 
May. Be sure you’re on the email list for advance details, and 
put every first Sunday on your calendar for 2010!

Join us for the Wildflower tour on the Niles Canyon Railway 
on Sunday, April 18. Niles Canyon is located in the heart of 
the Livermore Valley Wine Country. The wildflower trains 
only operate in April and May during the blooming season, 
depending on Mother Nature. Complimentary wine tasting from 
local wineries is on board. We plan to leave around noon. You 
can also plan to bring your own food and beverages to enjoy on 
this two-hour scenic ride. Save the date on your calendar. You 
won’t want to miss this rare opportunity. Details and reservation 
form will be in next month’s newsletter.

Have you opted in for the electronic newsletter? Not many 
members have done that yet, and we’re certain there are many 
of you that would prefer to receive our newsletter electronically. 
Please take a moment right now and send an email to editor 
Laura Simonds (simondsl@pacbell.net) to opt in.

We want to be clear that this will be an opt-in choice for you. 
We will only send the newsletter electronically IF you choose to 
receive it that way. If you want to receive a printed newsletter 
via the postal service, you do not need to do anything. Your 
newsletter will continue to arrive monthly in your mailbox. 

We also want to emphasize that MBCA has a very strict 
privacy policy. The club never sells or gives its membership 
list to any person or organization. Please be assured that your 
email address will never go beyond MBCA. So, if you want to 
receive an electronic newsletter, send an email NOW with your 
preferred email address to simondsl@pacbell.net. We hope to 
reach a critical mass of opt-ins to allow us to start sending the 
newsletter electronically soon. 

What: Tour of Jack Passey’s Auto Collection
When: Saturday, March 13, 2010, 10:00 a.m.
Where: Residence of Jack Passey, Watsonville
Cost: $15 per person; no-host lunch optional

Most of us probably don’t know Jack Passey or of his incredible 
collection of majestic motorcars. But, please trust what SFBA 
Section member Jack Marcheski says about it—impressive, 
incredible, fabulous, amazing. And, Mr. Marcheski has made 
arrangements for our section members to have a private garage 
tour of Jack Passey’s auto collection.

Few people have dedicated their lives to the preservation of old 
cars as Jack Passey has. He seems to have made it his mission 
to preserve the elegance and wonder of the great old cars of the 
classic era. In his quest, he has owned almost 200 antique and 
classic cars, including 92 Lincolns, 36 Packards, 15 Cadillacs, 
five Duesenbergs, 16 Pierce-Arrows, five Locomobiles, and 
three McFarlans. On our tour of his garage, we will likely find 
some Cunninghams (rare cars built in Rochester, NY between 
the world wars), a 1916 Packard twin six, some Locomobiles, a 
Lincoln L Dietrich Convertible Sedan, a 1930 Lincoln Roadster 
with a body by Locke, and a one-off 1936 Cadillac 8 70 coupe. 
Outside the garage, the grounds are full of many cars yet to be 
resurrected.

Mr. Passey’s home is on the hillside a little east of Watsonville. 
However, we will meet at the “Wings of History,” an air 
museum located at 12777 Murphy Avenue in San Martin (just 
south of Morgan Hill). From 101 south or north, take the San 
Martin Ave. West exit. You will see a sign to the Air Museum. 
We plan to gather at 10:00 a.m. and leave promptly at 10:30 for 
Mr. Passey’s garage. We will caravan to Watsonville by way 
of Hecker Pass, down the edge of Madonna Mountain to Mr. 
Passey’s home. A beautiful drive in itself!!

After our tour, there will be a no-host lunch at Sea Harvest 
on Highway One in Moss Landing. Send in your reservation 
form (on page 9) by the March 1 deadline. Questions, please 
contact Jack Marcheski at (831) 637-3453 (home) or (831) 524-
5912 (cell).

First Sunday Events are casual driving events that are 
held on the first Sunday of every month. To be notified
of the next First Sunday event please send an e-mail to 
join-SF@FirstSundayDrives.com. For more information and 
links to event photos, go to www.FirstSundayDrives.com.
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SFBA HONORS PRESENTED AT 2009 HOLIDAY PARTY
Three prestigious awards were presented at the SFBA Section Holiday Party. The “Section of the Year” banner was presented 
by Western Regional Director Jack Weir to Section President Robert Schilling. Jack and National Treasurer Laura Simonds took 
delivery of the award banner at the national board meeting last November, and it will now be displayed with pride at many of 
our section events. For members who are interested, a copy of the application for this award is posted on our section website at 
www.mbca.org/sfba.

After presentation of the “Section of the Year” Award, Jack also presented Robert with the Western Region “Officer of the Year” 
Award. Robert saw several of his innovative projects come to fruition in 2009. The First Sunday Drives that he conceptualized and 
developed three years ago continue to be a huge local success, and the concept is now being rolled out by several other sections 
across the country. Last year Robert also developed a trial membership program in partnership with Mercedes-Benz of Walnut 
Creek. At the Holiday Party Alan Moffat, Service Manager at MBWC, spoke enthusiastically of the benefits of the program and the 
dynamic new relationship with MBCA. Under Robert’s leadership, SFBA now has a strong and competent “pipeline” positioned 
to take on board and committee leadership roles in the future. Jack said, “Robert demonstrates a leadership style that promotes a 
strong team spirit among SFBA and Western Region members so that everyone takes pride in section successes.” Congratulations, 
Robert!

After accepting the “Officer of the Year” 
Award, Robert presented the 2009 
“Member of the Year” Award to Lindsay 
Drobilisch. Robert highlighted Lindsay’s 
passion for the club and its members as a 
driving motivation in her long-standing 
service to the section. Over the years she 
has planned and executed countless events 
for the section and Western Region—
including the 2009 Holiday Party and 
the Travis Air Force Base and Academy 
of Sciences tours on the calendar for this 
year. At the end of 2009 Lindsay stepped 
down from her long term as section 
Secretary and has assumed the role of club 
Historian. Congratulations, Lindsay, and 
thank you for all that you do!
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The 2009 SFBA board of directors gathered around our new banner to celebrate receiving the “Section of the Year” award. 

Lindsay Drobilisch (left, with Robert Schilling, right) 
was surprised and thrilled to be honored as “Member 
of the Year” Award.

Western Regional Director Jack Weir (left) and 
SFBA Section President Robert Schilling were all 
smiles when Jack presented the “Officer of the Year” 
Award to Robert.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE: W126 AMG steering wheel. Black, complete 
with horn pad. Leather needs some re-stitching but 
intact. Asking $450 obo. Also, I have many NOS 50’s-60’s 
190/220/300 series parts. Call Mike at (650) 771-6360.

Please support our commercial advertisers! They support 
our club. Be sure to tell them that you’re a member of the 
club and saw their ad in this newsletter.

[Remember, classified ads are free to members, $25 for 
non-members. Your classified ad will appear both in 
the newsletter and on our web site for one month. Send 
your “for sale” or “wanted” ad to Laura Simonds, editor, 
simondsl@pacbell.net, or (650) 592-6318 fax.]

A GLIMPSE INSIDE THE CHP 
ACADEMY

by Bill Brandt, Sacramento Section

What: Tour of the California Highway Patrol Academy
When: Thursday, March 18, 2010, 10:00 a.m.
Where: CHP Academy, West Sacramento
Cost: $10 per person; no-host lunch optional
 
Have you ever wondered what is required to become an officer 
in the California Highway Patrol? It takes 27 weeks and over 1,100 
hours in an intense training program that includes classroom 
instruction as  well as practical emergency medical training, 
weapons training, and performance driving instruction. All this 
training takes place at the California Highway Patrol Academy 
in West Sacramento. The Academy is considered to be one of the 
premiere law enforcement training facilities in the country, with 
liaisons from all over the world coming to learn from them. 

On March 18 we have the opportunity for a very special 
tour. Members of the Sacramento Section of MBCA have 
organized this very special event, and they have graciously 
invited SFBA members to join them at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
March 18. Yes, you read that correctly—this event is held on a 
Thursday, the only day available for the CHP. After our two-
hour tour of the facility, our group will drive to the Pheasant 
Club for a no-host lunch.  If your  schedule is flexible or you 
have a sick day in the bank at work, come and  learn what it 
takes to be on the other side of the Ray Bans and radar guns!  
 
The deadline for reservations is March 1 and the cost for 
the tour is $10 per person. Space on the tour is limited, so if 
you’re  able to  join in this most informative and interesting 
event, make your reservation immediately using the reservation 
form on page 9. Please be sure to include your e-mail address 
with  your  RSVP as SFBA members may organize a meeting 
location for a caravan drive. For more information or questions, 
please contact Bill Brandt at wbrandt1@sbcglobal.net or Robert 
Schilling at res.mbca@offserver.com. 
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December 2009
(Order name badges from the National Business Office, 1-800-637-
2360, or online at the Club Store www.mbca.org.)

Robert Asercion, Fairfield
Jonathan & Mary Atleson, San Leandro
Ernest & Sharon Beccacio. Salinas (sponsored by Robert Mulford)
Alireza Behpour, Walnut Creek (sponsored by Jack Weir)
Darryl Bethea, Windsor
Eric Doelling, Sunnyvale
Bill Hart, San Geronimo (sponsored by Gregory Gener)
John & Olga Hendrickson, Danville
Dean Johnson, Pleasanton
Paul Kenny, Piedmont
David Morath, Pacifica
Pat O’Brien, Martinez
Dick Osgood, Los Altos
Richard Reimers, Walnut Creek
Mark Russell, San Francisco
Levina Subrata & Oswin Suyapto, Hercules
Claudia Teehan, Hollister
Shaun Walker, Napa

From time to time, we recognize our SFBA Section members who have 
recently celebrated a milestone MBCA membership anniversary. We 
appreciate that you’re part of MBCA and hope that you continue to enjoy 
the benefits of your membership for a long time. Congratulations!

Blade & Joyce Benson, Walnut Creek, 30 years
Barry & Heide Taylor, El Cerrito, 30 years
Gene Carvalho, San Jose, 20 years
Marsha Asch & Jim Herold, Lafayette, 20 years
Kevin Tam, Burlingame, 20 years
Arturo & Deborah Keller, Petaluma, 15 years
William & Susan Almon, Los Altos, 15 years
Warren Owens, Oakland, 10 years
Toivo Kask, Salinas, 10 years
Sun Park, San Jose, 5 years
William Brooks, Santa Cruz, 5 years
Richard & Cher Zillman, San Francisco, 5 years
Scott Lambert, San Francisco, 5 years
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Our tour begins at 10:00a.m. and will last approximately 
2-3 hours. A no-host lunch at a nearby restaurant will be 
suggested with your registration confirmation. Attendance
is limited to the first 60 participants, so send your reservation 
form (page 9) now and most certainly before the February 
8 deadline. This is another rare opportunity for our club 
members to view a private collection. Questions, please 
contact Eva Gordon at (650) 834-2614 or eva@well.com.

(Continued from page 1)

by Donna Blenn

Happy 2010! Hopefully your holidays were merry and bright. If 
you didn’t attend the 2009 Holiday Party, then you missed out 
on great food, a pleasant ambiance, a DJ that honored requests, 
and a very lively, dancing crowd. We’ve attended five of six 
holiday parties (there wasn’t one in 2008), and this was, by far, 
the most fun. Maybe it was the size of the crowd (very intimate) 
or maybe because we partygoers missed not having one last year, 
but it seemed that everyone danced and talked and enjoyed the 
occasion. As we get older and wiser, we realize that we have 
to live every experience to the fullest, to make every moment 
count. I think many of the attendees brought that same feeling 
with them this year. Most of the crowd has had to deal with 
the trials and tribulations of financial regressions, and others 
have dealt with health issues, but on December 19, everyone 
left all that behind, got all dressed up, and came out to have 
a very pleasant and rewarding evening. Thank you, Lindsay 
Drobilisch, for making the arrangements and sticking with it, 
even though it was downsized and required some bargaining. 
It was GREAT, and it was good to see you feeling better, too! 
Let’s do it again in 2010!
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ACADEMY OF ART AUTO COLLECTION TOUR
Sunday, February 21, 2010

RESERVATION FORM

Name:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:

First Event: (    ) Yes   (    ) No

_____ persons @ $20 ea. = $________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Ann Bornstein
61 Devon Court

Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 786-0782, annstitcher@charter.net

Reservation deadline Feb. 8 or when limit is reached. For 
confirmation, enclose a SASE or email address above.

COLLISION REPAIR TECH SESSION
Saturday, February 27, 2010

RESERVATION FORM

Name:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
Email:

First Event: (    ) Yes   (    ) No

_____ persons @ $17 ea. = $________

Year & Model of MBZ: _______________________________
Special topics or questions: ___________________________
___________________________________________________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Richard Simonds
2909 Brittan Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070

(650) 592-7613, rsimonds@pacbell.net

Reservation deadline February 19 or when limit is reached. 
For confirmation, enclose a SASE or e-mail address above.

PASSEY AUTO COLLECTION TOUR
Saturday, March 13, 2010
RESERVATION FORM

Name:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:

First Event: (    ) Yes   (    ) No

_____ persons @ $15 ea. = $________

Make checks payable to SFBA/MBCA and mail to:

Ann Bornstein
61 Devon Court

Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 786-0782, annstitcher@charter.net

Reservation deadline March 1. For confirmation, enclose a 
SASE or email address above.

CHP ACADEMY TOUR
Thursday, March 18, 2010
RESERVATION FORM

Name:
Address:
City/Zip:
Phone:
Email:

First Event: (     ) Yes   (     ) No

_____ persons @ $10 ea. = $________

Make checks payable to MBCA—Sacramento Section and 
mail to:

Bill Brandt
5910 Gloria Drive

Sacramento, CA 95822
(916) 399-1736; wbrandt1@sbcglobal.net

Reservation deadline March 1. For confirmation, enclose a 
SASE or email address above.  
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Collection
When: Sunday, February 21, 2010, 10:00 a.m.
Where: Academy of Art, San Francisco
Cost: $20 per person

Were you aware that there is a very impressive 
collection of classic cars tucked away in 
downtown San Francisco? On Sunday, February 
21, we will have the opportunity to view the 
very special collection of Richard Stephens, the 
past President of the San Francisco Academy 
of Art. The collection is comprised of vehicles 
from European and American makers such as 
Auburn, Buggatti, Cord, Delage, Dusenberg, 
Hispano Suiza, Lagonda, Marmon, Minerva, 
Packard, Pierce Arrow, Stutz, Talbot Logo, and 
a host of others.

The Academy of Art is just one of three U.S. 
universities offering a degree in Transportation 
Design, and the collection is used by students 
in this decade-old program as they draw 
inspiration for the design of tomorrow’s 
automobiles.

The Academy of Art has recently purchased 
the building that once housed Mercedes-Benz 
of San Francisco on Van Ness Avenue with 
plans to make this the future permanent home 
of the collection. At this time we are unsure 
if our tour will be in the current or this new 
location, but either way it will be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to view automobiles 
from the 1920s and ‘30s that were specifically 
chosen for the collection because of specific 
design elements.

HOLIDAY PARTY, DECEMBER 19, 2009




